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Lewis, Miracles. Macmillan. Sept. 1947. 
$2.50. 

The decision against miracles not usually based 
examination historical evidence, but conviction 
that miracles are impossible. Thus not question 
history historical fact, but problem philosophy. 
Two people who agree that miracles are quite possible, 
might very well argue whether not certain event 
was miracle, and they may very well disagree the end. 
But person approaches the question miracles with 
established conviction that miracles cannot happen, 
amount argument and amount historical evidence 
will ever convince him that any event was 
the latter problem that Mr. Lewis addresses himself 
this book, the scientific popular preconceptions that 
deny the very possibility miracles. describes the 
book preliminary historical inquiry, and, with some 

His first argument directed against naturalism. The 
naturalist assumes premise that nature all: that 
there nothing, nor can there anything, outside 
nature. Nature him the material universe, and the 
material universe the sum total being. there 
reality outside this nature, quite evident that such 
things miracles cannot happen; the uniform course 
natural phenomena cannot disturbed, because there 
nothing that could disturb it. this very assumption 
that nature everything, and that, because is, miracles 
cannot happen, the naturalist assuming that the uni- 
verse rationally organized, and that can explained 
rational principles. And this renders his assumption 
contradictory right the start. does not reckon with 


aforce within nature itself that cannot denied and can- 
not explained the laws physical activity. 


This 


the power reason, which the naturalist himself 
explains all things himself. Should attempt 
explain reason away declaring more highly de- 
veloped form material activity, abandons all claim 
credence, for thereby declares his own reasoning 
irrational and his own explanations meaningless. 
Nature and thought that process are drained all 
meaning. 


The unscientific thinker frequently dismisses the question 
miracles saying that they are scientifically impos- 
sible. that attitude means anything all, means that 
more gullible ages the average man had not yet arrived 
knowledge the uniformity nature, and that 
why believed miracles. Another evident contradic- 
tion, for the average man the past did not know that 
nature followed uniform course activity, how could 
possibly recognize some events exceptions the 
principle uniformity? When the “scientific impossi- 
bility” attitude mind reaches the level scientific think- 
ing, assumes one three positions regard nature 
and its laws: first, there are laws, nature irrational, 
haphazard, meaningless; secondly, the so-called laws are 
more than the law averages, and, since there such 
great number parts the universe, certain pattern 
evident; thirdly, the laws nature are necessary 
the laws mathematics, that any exception in- 
conceivable two and two adding five. Each 
these theories renders miracle either meaningless 
impossible. All them omit rather important con- 
sideration. There force nature that could alter 
the course its own activity change the behavior 
natural entities. But the same time there force 
nature that could possibly have given itself its own 
being and its own activity. Each individual thing the 
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natural world, and the entirety nature itself, can 
explained only some outer reality. There must 
some reality other than the reality the material world, 
outside it, superior it, else nature itself unintel- 
ligible and irrational. Miracles certainly cannot ex- 
plained terms merely natural forces, but once nature 
seen only partial system, miracles and nature 
are seen related common origin. 


Another obstacle admitting the possibility miracles 
arises from the modern misconception 
ligion many has come based not what God 
does about man, but what man chooses say about 
God. Though may nominally Christian, fact 
comfortable form pantheism. Confusing the image 
which thought expressed with the thought itself, 
rejects with contempt the so-called anthropomorphic God 
Christianity. is, however, inexorable law 
human expression, that “anyone who talks about things 
that cannot seen, touched, heard, the like, must 
inevitably talk they could seen touched 
heard”. moderns also must substitute other images 
for the Christian imagery, and instead the anthro- 
pomorphic God the Christians have life-force, 
indwelling common mind, common pool 
spirituality. The Christian imagination least pictures 
God terms that which noblest nature, man, and 
does not usually mistake the image for the thought; 
moderns prefer image that suggests that nature 
which irrational, brutish, worse, and then commits 
infinitely worse mistake confusing the thought with the 
image. Anything that suggests dumb, placid vacuity satis- 
fies them. Drugged easy analogies from phenomena, 
they are reluctant pass from negative and abstract 
deity living God, because the former will never trouble 
them any way, whereas the latter likely pursue 
them. 

this point his defense the possibility miracles 
Mr. Lewis his excellent best. manifests again 
that sureness touch matters religious psychology 
and that deftness the analysis modern fads thought 
that made both The Screwtape Letters 
Regress masterpieces. 

discussing miracles Mr. Lewis touching problem 
with theological implications, and when goes 
discuss the intrinsic possibility the Incarnation, the 
Virgin Birth, and the miracles Christ, professedly 
treating theological questions. this part his book 
there are several serious errors. 


The first, and one sense the most unusual, his re- 
peated assertion that reason man supernatural 
occurrence. Though explains appendix that this 
use terms his own, and departure from the cus- 
tomary use, makes his own position contradictory. Ap- 
plying bit Mr. Lewis’ own fine logic his own work: 
reason man supernatural, something gratuitously 
added nature itself, then without man still 
man; and man irrational his natural state, for 
would man without reason. so, then Mr. Lewis 
espousing milder form the naturalism that 
insistently rejects. 

Another and even more fundamental error evident 
his treatment the possibility the Incarnation. 
violates another rule his own making when lets his 
imagination control his thinking. suggests more 
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than one passage that the human nature Adam 


the Fall would have had the same miraculous power 
the miracles wrought Christ were wrought because 
was because was Divine Person? married? 
same fundamental error crops out his discussion For the 
Resurrection. All human nature, the Pauline 
rose with Christ. From this Mr. Lewis concludes that Madrid 
men, risen with Christ, will all things the equal the 
Christ, again obscuring the important distinction circum 
the power Divine Person and His human nature take cont 
that participated glory that human persons and here: 
Taking too literally passage St. Paul tells Paul are 
other creatures than man might have sinned and 
have been redeemed Christ. Finally, lengthy Paul are 
note 161, admits the possibility that the are 
Testament may collection myths, having only are amuse 
symbolic truth myth, and historical validity. 
clear that Mr. Lewis has not yet clarified his has 
regard the traditional Christian teaching takes the 
supernatural, the Incarnation, the Person all wheth 
and the application the merits Christ 
Similar errors have been noted previous works, espe and not 
cially The Problem Pain and Beyond 
earnestly hoped that will soon fill relish. 
both 


gaps his intellectual defenses. regard the presen 
work, would seem this reviewer that, spite 
its excellent chapters, falls under the 
Canon 1399, No. and cannot therefore recommended, 
Charles Denecke, 
Woodstock College, 
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Humphrey. The Heretics. Harcourt, Brace. The 
Sept. 210p. $2.75. 
may yet 

has long been commonplace comment wrong-hea 
quarters that Catholicism and Communism are not 


sides the same authoritarian coin. remained for tively, it’s 
Humphrey Slater attempt demonstrate both 
this pleasant theory the same novel and, 
enough, from what seems Trotskyite perspective 
His The Heretics two-part affair, the first brief 
about (or rather around the fringes of) the 
and the second progessively disillusioned one about 
affair Spain, 1936-1939. Each part written 
ness the other: the Stalinist terms “objective” and 
“deviationist”, for example, are employed 
tury Avignan, ironically smiling anachronism. 


Wohl, 
Sept. 24, 
There are 
try their 
belongs 


attribute the that are 


Mr. Slater’s little joke causes him 


orphans created the slaughter Albigensians. Without 
final garish picture Franciscan friars permitting involved, 


crusaders liberties with girl crusaders climaxes the 
tical unreality his canny thesis. the early pages 
proper game gleefully flushed. about the 
and the Albigensians,” the son minor clerk demand 
“The Holy Father,” the clerk replies, “is displeased with 
those his children who presume without 
responsibility undermine the authority the 
faith.” “Is displeased with grown-ups too?” asks hi} 
daughter. (See the cleverness it—a riposte right 
the mouth babe.) One fatuous paragraph later Eliz 
beth asks, reflecting some her father’s 
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“What the envious agitators say?” The answer: “They 
don’t believe beauty good food the sacrament 
marriage.” snappy come-back: “Is the Pope 
married?” (The crushing finality all.) 


For the second half The Heretics Mr. Slater has new 
advantage: was there. His version the defense 
Madrid knowing and acrid. What the author considers 
the medieval mind the functioning commissar probed 
circumstantial fashion; after the Russian Communists 
take control military common sense becomes deviationist 
and heresy. the first half the book Elizabeth and 
Paul are children Avignan; their friend Simon son 
suspected heretic. the second part Elizabeth and 
Paul are brother and sister again; along with Simon, they 
are scientists engaged observing colony apes. (They 
are amused come across novel about their namesakes 
medieval Avignan.) The Elizabeth the first book 
has Moorish boy for her lover; the second Elizabeth 
takes the elegant young Colonel Cordova, not minding 
all whether has Moorish blood not. (He 
but bowled over the thought her not knowing 
and not minding.) The intimacies all are reported with 
eonomy and with intellectual rather than emotional 
relish. the two parts The Heretics disaster visited 
both sides alike, the politically innocent well 
the guilty. Mr. Slater’s point that fury cannot canalized, 
that vengeance double-edged sword certainly well 
taken. But his gloomy vision not pure. Everybody 
fattened out Avignan; his modern Elizabeth allowed 
hope that she may flee Mexico, where Cordova has 
gone, and there some thought that may wish see 
the child she will bear him, and nothing forbid the 
reader believe that they may marry. 


The Heretics irritating, impossible book new 
writer who, stops trying latter-day Voltaire, 
may yet deserve hearing. But The Heretics itself, for its 
wrong-headedness, for its uncritical embracing evil, 
not recommended any type reader. Objec- 


tively, it’s deviationist! 
Riley Hughes, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Wohl, Louis. The Living Wood. 
Sept. 24, 1947. 318p. $3.00. 


There are historians who write novels, and novelists who 
try their hand history. The author The Living Wood 
the latter group. There are historical novels 
that are good history, and historical novels that are good 
novels. The Living Wood also falls into the second class. 
Without attempting settle the question priorities 
involved, whether book must accurate history and 
humanly interesting order classified good 
historical novel, The Living Wood good readable story. 


Lippincott. 


the story Constantine and Helena, from the time 
the marriage Helena and Constantius the death 
Helena, covering the period from 272 A.D. 326 A.D. 
The author has accepted the legend that Helena was the 
daughter Coellus, Coel, tribal king Britain, and 
ally Rome. chance meeting with the tribune Con- 
stantius developed into mutual love and marriage. 
the union Constantine was born the year 274. the 
course time Constantius became legate Rome 
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Britain, and, when his son was his thirteenth year, was 
summoned Rome. Shortly after his hurried departure 
Carausius, renegade admiral the Roman fleet, estab- 
lished himself independent ruler Britain means 
military coup, forcing Helena and the boy Constantine 
into hiding. 

For ten years Constantius marked time Rome, unable 
get the commision reconquer Britain for himself, and 
fretting others tried and failed. When finally re- 
turned returned Caesar Constantius. was re- 
turning Britain, but not Helena, for the price his 
command had been that repudiate his wife and marry 
Theodora the step-daughter the Emperor. Helena and 
Constantine, now young man, again went into retire- 
ment, until Constantius had his firstborn son accepted into 
the service Galerius, Emperor the East. After some 
years service there was recalled his father, but 
had escape from the jealous fears Galerius. Con- 
stantius meanwhile had become Emperor the West, 
absolute ruler Britain, Gaul and Spain. his death 
306 Constantine succeeded the emperorship. 

The youthful emperor remained peace his provinces, 
satisfied only protect his frontiers, until the divisions 
the Empire made war inevitable. series brilliant 
campaigns established himself first undisputed ruler 
the west, and later undisputed monarch the whole 
the Roman Empire. The most famous his battles 
and successes was the victory the Milvian Bridge, where 
Maxentius was finally defeated, and where the army 
Constantine, though mostly pagan, went into battle with 
the cross their banners, shields and helmets. Constan- 
tine, facing the prospect battle with inferior forces ex- 
hausted from long campaign, had seen the symbol 
vision together with the words: hoc vinces (in this sign 
you will conquer). 

His empire established and peace, Constantine had 
deal only with domestic problems. Like his father had 
repudiated his first wife order marry the daughter 
Maximian. The woman Fausta, cruel she was 
unfaithful, convinced Constantine that Crispus, his son 
his first wife, had plotted against him. Constantine 
had the youth murdered. When discovered the 
treachery Fausta, who had conceived the plot order 
have one her own sons succeed, Constantine had her 
killed. his near despair over this double tragedy, 
Helena comes Rome from Britain, and persuades Con- 
stantine forget the tragic past and look the future. 
the day his birth her own father had predicted that 
Constantine would greater than his father, that 
would own all the land rides on, that will bliss 
his mother and death his son, and that will live 
see the Tree Now Helena sees the true mean- 
ing the prediction, obtains permission from her son 
journey Jerusalem, and there through extraordinary 
revelation discovers the True Cross. Shortly after her 
return Rome the aged Helena died. 

Helena pictured throughout woman extraordi- 
nary courage, strong character, and deep influence her 
son. During her retirement Britain she came know 
more and more the religion the Christians, and 
finally embraced it. Due mainly her influence Con- 
stantine leans toward Christianity, gave freedom wor- 
ship all the Edict Milan. According this ac- 
count Constantine himself embraced the faith some years 


before his death. 
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The novel readable, well-paced, its characters are well 
drawn, and maintains high degree interest. 
minor details the author has drawn history well 
enough, the repudiation Helena, the marriages 
Constantine, his killing his father-in-law, son, and wife. 
But there historical evidence for making Helena the 
daughter Coel, nor for placing the birth Constantine 
Britain. true that Constantius became Caesar 
the western provinces, but only after long service the 
east. discredited legend based faulty reading 
early panegyric Constantius the only basis for the 
author’s assumption. Helena was undoubtedly from the 
east, and humble origin; Constantine was certainly born 
Naissus Upper Moesia. During his reign Constantine 
was never thoroughly Christian; was sympathetic 
Christianity, which was revolutionary enough his day, 
but sympathetic well most the pagan beliefs and 
gods. Shortly before his death promised perpetual 
recognition the pagan priesthood. Though cate- 
chumen for many years, was not baptized until few 
days before his death. 

Apart from these historical inaccuracies the novel ex- 
tremely good, and spite them does portray the 
true character Helena and Constantine. Several 
minor characters are excellently done, particularly Fa- 
vonius Facilis, and Hilary. The general reader will find 


profitable and pleasurable. 
Charles Denecke, 
Woodstock College, 

Woodstock, Maryland 


Shirer, William End Berlin Diary. 
Sept. 22, 1947. 369p. $3.50. 

William Shirer certainly dislikes Germans. his Berlin 
Diary left any doubt this fact, the uncertainty will 
cleared reading his latest book. rather gen- 
erally known, Mr. Shirer spent most the period from 
1925 late 1940 Europe. Many will recall his broad- 
casts over the Columbia system. returned Europe 
October, 1944 but left again December. attended 
the meeting SanFrancisco May and June, 1945. The 
book deals with these matters, but the main interest centers 
the return Germany October 30, 1945. Three 
days later Mr. Shirer had reached his decision: “The 
German people, fear, have not—by hell long 
way—learned the lessons this terrible war. They have 
sense guilt and are sorry only that they were beaten 
and must suffer the consequences. They are sorry only 
for themselves; not all for those they murdered and 
tortured and tried wipe off this earth” (p. 
Mr. Shirer referred (p. 147) German refugees the 
Berlin railway stations describes them Ger- 
man folk who had rushed joyously, many them, 
1939 and the ensuing good war years, settle land 
that the Germans had stolen from the Poles, Russians, 
and Czechs. Now the rightful owners had taken back 
their land, and these German conquerors were look- 
ing for refuge (p. the great majority 
such refugees were people who had lived for many 
years prior the war land Poland and Czecho- 
slovakia. 

Mr. Shirer devotes much space the death Hitler and 
the Germans who were tried for war crimes Nurem- 
berg. can readily admitted that none these men 


Knopf. 
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could considered asset humanity. Their 
parture made the world more decent. The account 
Hitler’s death substantially the same that given 
Trevor-Roper his recent book, The Last Days 
Hitler. The horrors the extermination camps are 
bare official statements made the men and 
who administered them. Much this almost 
able material now common knowledge. Much less wel 
known, perhaps, the information gleaned 
secret documents those which contain reports 
meeting November 1937 with his 
leaders, well the similar meeting May 23, 1930 
The necessity “living space” for the Germans 
stressed each meeting; plans for war not later tha 
1943-1945 were made the 1937 meeting; plans 
war which might break out the first suitable 
tunity” were discussed May, 1939. 
evident that Franco thought seriously 
partner Hitler’s, with the understanding that the Ge. 
mans were take Gibraltar from English control 
restore Spain. February 26, 1941, Franco 
sympathetically Hitler: want dispel all shadoy 
doubt and declare that stand today ready your side 
entirely and decidedly your disposal, united com 
mon historical destiny, desertion from which would 
suicide and that the cause represent Spain’ 
(p. 351). quite likely that Franco regrets his 
writing activity February 26, 1941. that date Hitle 
was longer thinking Gibraltar. The proposed con 
quest Russia had begun absorb him; the 
Gibraltar was postponed until Russia had been 
quered. 
Mr. Shirer not all critical Russia. sees 
threat world peace Communism. The only 
mans whom has any confidence all are the Com 
munists. distrusts the Truman Doctrine, seesn 
evidence democracy Greece Turkey (p. 360). 
the end the book, the beginning, there the wam 
ing: not trust the Germans. The reason: “They use 
their enormous surplus production iron and 
build aggressive navy and army, and after 1935, 
force. cannot think any compelling reason 
they will not again—at the first opportunity” 
362). the Germans are really bad Mr. Shirer 
they are, Europe doomed. what little left 
civilization. 

Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 

Loyola University, Chicago 


Turnbull, Agnes Sligh. The Bishop’s Mantle. 
millan. Sept. 20, 1947. 359p. $3.00. 


This the story Hilary Laurens, young 
minister, who has just assumed the rectorship the 
politan parish St. Matthews. Hilary, Elmer Gantr 
any means, waxes strong and pure through his fir 
troublesome years largely virtue his own limpid 
science and intrepid integrity. The Bishop’s mantle the 
wears consists the protective counsel 
direction left him his grandfather, the late Bishop 
had raised him from childhood. Grandy’s advice ant 
Grandy’s spirit motivate his actions regulate 
methods all the business administrating parish 
fashionable although the business district and the slum 
have crept around it. 


OcTOBE 


With 
Turnbu 
and rea 
adjustm 
hardshe 
with 
Hilary’s 
setting 
the live: 
urbanite 
Avery 
lived toc 
doctor, 
flings 
doubt. 
Calvin 
national 
His most 
for the 
vord, 
about 
his 
peace. 
Bronson, 
has 
his convi 
The Bish 
the less 
its theolo 
instance, 
multiplic: 
whereby 
erously 
strange 
burst 
tion it, 
Hilary 
finally 
convinces 
there 
nings 
reference 
to be ope 
intransiger 
This theo 
lacks the 
recommen 


Fast, 
Sept. 24, 

Howard 
For man 
American 

Citizen 
scene, nam 


Du 
| 


Their de. 
ccount 
given 
Days 
are laid 
unbeliey. 
less wel 
23, 
mans 
later 
lans 


the 
wrote 
your side 
com 
mean 
his 
onquest 
been con- 


sees 
only 
the Com 
sees 
360). 
the 

hey 
935, 
Shirer 


Chicago 
tle. 


mette 
ner 
cor 
nantle the 
Bishop 
advice 
egulate 

parish 
the slum 


1947 Fast 111 


With human warmth and genuine understanding Miss 
Turnbull tells his love for Lexa, beautiful girl used 
parties and the exciting routine night clubs but honest 
and real the core. Hilary’s marriage Lexa and her 
adjustment the life “parson’s wife” are liberally 
with the rectory threads Hastings, the 
hardshelled sexton “who could make break rector”, 
with the visits and the wild mine speculations Dick, 
Hilary’s non-believing brother, with the lonesome widow 
her cap for the handsome rector the classic 
style. Hilary’s work filters into 
the lives all around him. saves Sam Adams 
minister abandoned the country, Francine 
Avery former dancer the Versailles club who had 
lived too freely and too well, Michael Shane the atheistic 
doctor, Maudie Dunn the sheltered neurotic whose father 
fings her the head every acceptable male sight, 
including Hilary, young seminarian the agonies 
doubt. refutes the extremism Dr. Murdoch 
Calvin Seminary and tries promote better inter-denomi- 
national understanding the exclusive Clerical Club. 
His most dramatic struggle comes with the decision ask 
for the resignation his wealthiest vestryman Henry 
vord, subtle tyrant church affairs who has qualms 
about collecting revenue from the squalid poor his 
sum houses nor from those who operated bordello 
his property. Hilary could blink his eyes and carry 
peace. fact, that the gist the advice given him 
Bronson, Grandy’s pompous successor the bishopric. 
has everything lose, nothing gain but follows 
his convictions final success. 
The Bishop’s Mantle, while not profound book, never- 
the less wholesome human sense. One wishes that 
its theology were not fluid inconsistent. Hilary, for 
instance, solves the seminarian’s doubt that the physical 
miracle the loaves and fishes rationalizing Christ’s 
multiplication the bread and fish into moral miracle 
whereby all who had food but were holding back, gen- 
chipped feed the five thousand. Rather 
that the Evangelists did not notice this sudden 
burst generosity. Stranger still, that they did not men- 
tion it, even moral miracle. Immortality bothers 
Hilary lot dependent matter”. Hilary 
saved spiritual lady named Celeste who 
convinces him that the atomic physicists have proved that 
there meeting ground for spirit and matter, that the 
psychologist and the physicist labor from different begin- 
nings the same end. Hilary even allows Lexa’s direct 
birth control their marriage. effort 
open-minded and liberal, Hilary has missed the 
intransigent fact the natural law. 
This theological looseness plus the fact that the story 
the impact true literature makes one hesitate 
recommend it. 

Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 

University Scranton 
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Fast, Howard. Duell, Sloan Pearce. 
Sept. 24, 1947. $2.75. 
Howard Fast drifting into uncomfortable mediocrity. 
Fora man whose achievement rests the exploits the 
American The The American, 
Tom Paine al, handles the contemporary 
namely post-World War labor problem 
obscure Massachusetts town, with all the finesse 


novice. Not that the compact and rugged Howard Fast 
style has suffered. is, more carefully filed 
Clarkton than the other novels. The theme, how- 
ever, treated with such cavalier disregard for objective 
atmosphere and fact that the author skewers himself 
the point Louis Bromfield’s piercing diagnosis the 
modern literary sickness: “Writers attempting compete 
with the facts daily history succeed the end pro- 
ducing not great novels but only political pamphlets 
books sensational their effort compete that they 
achieve the main only glorified unreality.” 


Clarkton both pamphleteering and sensationalism rear 
their ugly heads ambient glorified unreality. 
George Clark Lowell and his family symbolize effete 
capitalism, degenerate, irresponsibly unaware any life 
outside the orbit their own plutocratic existence. They 
are pure public, polluted private. Their color 
ethical jet black unrelieved even the most rudimentary 
glimmers intelligence. Their culture crass, snobbism 
for the sake social status. 


The strikers the other hand are Galahads seeking the 
Holy Grail economic equity. They are lily-white 
frame squaring the Lowells’ dark portrait. two 
them brutal violence wrought strike-breakers brought 
from New York settle local affairs. All are ordinary 
family men, honest, diamond-in-the-rough human beings 
irresistably appealing every page, martyrs the arena 
neronian capitalism. 


Most objectionable the unnatural effort vamp labor 
into union identity with Communism. “It’s part 
the pattern. They the strike breakers) want 
smash labor, which will leave the road open for every- 
thing else. But before they smash labor, they got 
smash us” (i.e., the Communism course 
offered incense movement, and it’s your whole 
life, and the only thing decent and good and real this 
land.” The italics are mine because they re-echo some- 
thing the lines Fast puts Tom Paine’s mouth when 
eplying Jefferson rights. Says Paine rather Fast 
Jefferson: think there are such things 
think that right birth all things belong 
all men. You can take away rights, but you can’t give 
what belongs all” Tom Paine, 82). Such 
snippets about America and rights might insidious 
they were not pitiful, but they cause one hope 
that Mr. Fast will invest some the Clarkton royalties 
obtain some “what belongs all” for the 20,000,000 
slave chattels the State Dallin and Nicolaevsky’s 
document-proofed Forced Labor Russia (Yale Univer- 
sity). 

What piece pamphleteering can more obvious than 
the comrade’s comment strike breaker Hamilton Gelb: 
whole generation strikebreakers learned under him, 
and don’t underestimate him. Your Seventy-ninth Con- 
gress learning his technique. The trick find some 
law, rule, ordinance, tort, regulation that the strikers 
are violating, slap onto them, force them into im- 
possible decision, and then crack down with enough force 
break the strike wide open. Meanwhile, split the body 
the union. That’s classic.” This may attack 
veering from Gelb the Taft-Hartley bill, but why call 
novel? 

Last but not least any means, the author whose previous 
writing showed manly restraint matters sex, has 
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cheapened himself shamelessly Clarkton un- 
necessarily lush pandering the sensation seekers. 


Clarkton nutshell consists old plot long familiar 
the late twenties early thirties, pamphlet that 
might subtle were not stupid, liberally leavened 
with what downright lewd, excellent prose—all stewed 


together “glorified unreality”. 
Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Sedgwick, Ellery. Atlantic Harvest. Little, Brown. 


Sept. 24, 1947. $4.50. 


Mr. Ellery Sedgwick, the former editor the Atlantic 
Monthly, further pursues his “happy profession” his 
latest volume, anthology stories and articles which 
have appeared the Atlantic Monthly during the thirty 
year period his editorship. The Atlantic Monthly has 
always been considered the high mark among American 
journals. What magazine can boast such 
raconteurs Edith Wharton and John 
thinkers such breadth William James Alfred 
North Whitehead, such essayist Agnes Repplier? 
With this field cull from, Mr. Sedgwick has produced 
book designed dipped into and savoured odd 
moments. 

The collection forty-seven pieces includes roughly 
third fiction, third more essays and articles, the 


being series vivid chronicles personal experi- 


ences. The selections are means limited native 
authors. British, French, and Irish authors are also repre- 
sented. 

The stories represent wide range fashion moving from 
the sophistication Edith Wharton’s ironic “The House 
the Dead Hand” the brutal realism Ernest Hem- 
ingway’s “Fifty Grand” (surprisingly enough chosen 
man Sedgwick’s innate refinement). Mark Twain 
also represented two typically bitter and cynical short 
stories. Possibly one the most appealing all Sarah 
Orne Jewett’s “The Queen’s Twin”. This volume will have 
performed one service least bringing again the eyes 
the reading public such accomplished artist Mrs. 
Jewett. 

short introduction the anthology Mr. Sedgwick 
makes the point that “for literature there one fast dye, 
one only, and that style”. However, his choice 
articles and essays seems have mind much 
their possible application current national 
national problems their individual styles. 
James offers panacea for war his well known argu- 
ment “The Moral Equivalent War and Lord Moul- 
ton” true British fashion counsels return the prin- 
ciple “obedience the unenforceable”. 

Some may first glance cavil the fact that the author 
has included one his own articles. But perusal 
the account incident which occurred him 
inn Japan should serve only increase the readers 
personal estimate Mr. Sedgwick. 

Almost interesting the collection itself the preface 
and the short introductions each piece. They allow 
Mr. Sedgwick vent his personal opinions, using the 
author subject spring board, relate some vignette 
his own. The “shadow” the editor has fallen across 
the pages this anthology much they once did over 


Sedgwick Stone 


Best 


the pages the magazine edited for thirty years. The 


harvest wheat with little, any chaff. 
Thomas McTighe, 


University Scranton 
* * * 


Stone, Irving. Adversary the House. Doubleday, 
Sept. 26, 1947. 432p. $3.00. 


With Adversary the House, Irving Stone adds 
alized biography the American Socalist, Eugene 
Debs, the list his best-selling biographical 
both novelized and straight reportage—that already 
cludes Lust for Life (Vincent Van Gogh), Immortal 
(Jessie Fremont), Sailor Horseback (Jack London), anj 
Clarence Darrow for the Defense. The current book take 
its title from the author’s portrayal Debs’ home life 
unhappy the extreme, because constant opposition 
from his wife, who, conservative, money-seeking 
power- and publicity-loving social climber, the 
perfect antithesis radical, munificent, selfless 
romantic element, guaranteed hurt not all the rental. 
library appeal the book, provided first love 
lasts, between Debs and Gloria Weston, who also 
the wrong mate, and who was widowed early enough 
the course their lives give her opporunity 
furnish for Debs the moral support which his wife 
unwilling even attempt. 

would take reviewer who had been very close 
family know how true Stone’s portrait Kate 
Debs, but one rather inclined accept because 
many attempts that the biographer makes, with 
sincerity, treat her kindly—as earlier “Craig’s 
loving the material aspects home life, and unwilling 
have disarranged long-planned-out pattern 
security. This she carried, the biographer intimates, even 
the extent being responsible for the fact that th: 
couple had children. The relations between 
Debs and Gloria Weston Harkness are never shown 
anything but proper, though little room left for 
Stone’s thesis being that they were “meant for each 
other”. But when Kate intimated Eugene that 
visits the widow Harkness displeased her, immed: 
ately broke off the association, innocent though seem 
have been. 

Socialist candidate for President, Debs polled 
million votes 1920, although was the 
the campaign inmate the federal penitentiary 
Atlanta, sentenced for treason result his 
activities during the World War. 
does great deal account for Debs’ vote-getting powe: 
giving highly readable picture his rise union 
ship from his 1876 founding the Brotherhood Low 
motive Firemen, which union maintained for 
with only the unpaid and devoted help 
Theo, until Americans began see the value 
organization. Stone’s portrait Debs painted 
glowing colors, and the biographical value the bod 
marred thereby, think safe say that one gets! 
good idea out the story what labor union 
its leaders were truly selfless, interested only the 
fare the men, and real believers Christian 
labor-capital relationship. 

Stone handles his material well, the whole, except 
over-idealization Debs and for biased 
Socialism. More must mat 
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his reference Col. Robert Ingersoll having “freed 
men from the chains religious bigotry” (p. 12), and 
dum children, who were “the abandoned the earth; 
God and man. Only Socialism cared for 
them” (p. 347). Ingersoll and Clarence Darrow are fre- 
quently referred terms praise. The fallacies 
Socialism political cure-all have been and are being 
rather thoroughly exposed; the Communists today Debs 
would, one feels, thoroughly repudiate, did 
Leon’s theory revolution violence. spite the 
already made, therefore, the book suitable 


for adult reading. 
Dom Bernard Theall, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Gould, Yankee Drummer. 
29,1947. 236p. $2.50. 


Last year Gould made the best seller lists with 
called Yankee Storekeeper which de- 
tailed the story his life from the early days the farm 
through the carefree years spent traveling salesman 
the final forty years which were spent contentment 
his own boss his own general store small Maine 
town. The present book enlarges upon one phase his 
career, the days around the turn the century which 
spent drummer, traveling salesman with the task 
persuading New England farmers invest labor- 
aving farm machinery. sold manure spreaders, plows, 
rakes, mowers and such like miscellaneous equipment 
and his own account sold them successfully. Were 
his clients canny was cannier, were they resistant 
was more persevering, were they tricky was trickier. 
The entire book succession episodes told anecdotally 
and illustrating his observations people, places and 
events. His style simple narrative with complica- 
tions; aims entertainment, stressing the humorous 
and usually successfully. Both humor and attitude are 
the down-to-earth variety accepted characteristic 
New Englanders around the turn the 
general the book wholesome, especially the author’s 
insistence upon the necessity for continued hard work but 
the inclusion occasional profanity and vulgarity well 
several suggestive episodes and incidents renders 
suitable only for adults. 


CATHOLIC BOOK CLUB—SEPTEMBER 
SELECTION 


Nash, Eleanor Arnett. Was Mary. 
Century. Sept. 26,1947. 273p. $2.75. 
inexpert, superficial little story whose theme and plot 
might have resulted stronger work the author’s 
were greater. Mrs. Nash, according the 
dust jacket, “is fashion consultant and lecturer for Bonwit 
Teller, and one the important executives that out- 
organization”. She has two earlier novels, Foot- 
note Life, and Bachelors Are Made. 

planned, the idea for the novel provocative. 
opening page, prefacing Chapter One, shows old Fanny 
Glidden watching her niece-in-law receiving guests the 
latter’s granddaughter’s debut, and deciding that all the 
Glidden wives Mary Hamilton has been the most typically 
satisfactory and the most successfully grande dame. The 


Whittlesey. Sept. 


Appleton- 


book then undertakes show how she achieved that suc- 


Gould Nash Flynn Valentine 
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cess. opens with Mary’s childhood Katie and Michael 
Hamilton’s home where Katie took washing while 
Michael’s wandering foot took him astray (whether with 
without the town’s Scarlet Woman) and Mary escaped 
from juvenile taunts “Shanty Irish” into long-empty 
house. Successively, see her eighteen when Henry 
Glidden fell love with her, married her over his parents’ 
horrified objections, and took her the ugly old house 
which represented mystery and grandeur her adolescent 
eyes, and which she furnished wretched taste. Later, 
when her son inherited his grandparents’ home, and when 
her husband seemed (but only seemed) danger 
designing woman’s lures, the family moved into the old 
home, and Mary began her apprenticeship Glidden 
wife, for the boy’s sake. Not until her husband was mur- 
dered the other man the temptress’ life, did she 
take the task fitting herself for the Glidden fortune 
and rank earnest. 


The means which this difficult social experience was 
accomplished were exceedingly simple: She went abroad 
with her secretary and concentrated until she became the 
Real Thing. And then she came home and gave the 
coming-out party. 


This will probably stocked Catholic bookstores be- 
cause Mary Hamilton and her son are described Cath- 
olics. Mary tells her young fiancé one point that 
will hell because Protestant. Her son when 
his time for marrying comes breaks off with the girl 
loves because she refuses promise that their children 
shall reared Catholics. Beyond which, there little 
concern about Catholicity, either implied stated. 


This light fiction frothy never impinges reality. 
The Cinderella plot stands forth all its antiquity; the 
cardboard characters are stockworn and frayed around the 
Only the very naive reader will finish it. 
Helen Butler, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


edges. 


Flynn, Edward the Boss. 
1947. 244p. $3.00. 

Valentine, Lewis Night Stick. The autobiography 
Lewis Valentine. With introduction 
Fiorello Guardia. Dial. Sept. 27, 1947. 
320p. $3.50. 

These books properly deserve combined review. Both 
deal with New York City during almost identical periods; 
the inter-relationships crime and politics are many; 
each written Catholic although neither introduces 
overtly religious topics. 

Former Police Commissioner Valentine began his caree 
rookie cop Nov. 17, 1903, with determination 
the “honest, tough and alert cop (who) the first 
requisite good law enforcement” (p. 21). Step step 
worked his way that Deputy Chief Inspector 
1928 when December that year was demoted 
the rank Captain under change administration 
whereby Grover Whalen became the new Commissioner. 
Six years later, under the fiery “Little Valentine 
become Commissioner and held that position until late 
1945. Shortly thereafter, headed mission Japan 
reorganize their most inefficient and undemocratic police 
system. That chapter, “Japanese Mission”, the best 


Viking. Sept. 


~ 
: 
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the book because have fine summary con- 
trasts between weak, autocratic system and that existing 
democratic city where “honest cop” with intelli- 
gence was given free hand. 

Although sincerity written almost every page 
Valentine’s autobiography does suffer from lack 
co-ordination and over-emphasis “big criminals”, some- 
times Sunday supplement fashion. wonder there 
was need repeating the verbatim confession, with some 
lurid details, Robert Irwin, the sexual psychopathic 
killer. The chapter “Stool Pidgeons and Science” con- 
tains more material unsolved crimes than the topic 
assigned. Later chapters have scattered material scien- 
tific aid crime detecting, called the Technical Research 
Laboratory New York City; this should have been 
co-ordinated into single chapter. Excellent the sec- 
tion the Juvenile Aid Bureau and the Police Athletic 
League and their relationship prevention juvenile 
delinquency and criminality. Because detailed descrip- 
tions some criminal methods and the summary the 
Irwin case, mentioned above, hesitate recommend 
this otherwise commendable autobiography adoles- 
cents; for adults should good, popular reading. 

more difficult discuss Flynn’s You’re the Boss, 
which has veneer frankness but underneath seems 
nothing more than well-written apologia for practical 
politics successful Democratic “boss” who never lost 
local election the Bronx for twenty-five years. 
Flynn went into politics reluctantly and often wanted 
pull out but found that political accounts are never quite 
balance that had continue dispense and 
receive. Like Commissioner Valentine, Flynn wanted 
efficient administration; believed that this could 
accomplished entirely with the aid registered Demo- 
crats, especially those who worked with (or contributed 
to) the party. open advocate partisan politics 
which may work large area the Bronx with 
population around 500,000, but might not prove 
smaller locality where could happen that 
more competent lawyer and judiciary candidate might 
Republican. Mr. Flynn places the onus the 
citizen, saying “you’re the boss” and your vote the 
primary the one that decides the choice competent 
candidate (provided, might insert, that the party has 
one offer). When Roosevelt became Governor New 
York and later President Mr. Flynn’s horizon 
ence expanded since and Farley and few others man- 
aged the first presidential campaign. outspoken 
revealing instances the President’s lack frankness 
and his bitterness where people had not shown loyalty. 
Particular attention given Smith’s refusal run 
for President 1932 long before the convention and then 
reversing his stand. 

detailed record Democratic party politics You’re 
the Boss interest and some value. The case for party 
politics given the most favorable treatment both through 
Mr. Flynn’s undoubted literary ability and through his 
presentation the Bronx during his own rule and 
New York State through the three efficient administra- 
tions Smith, Roosevelt and Lehmann. Party politics 
other areas would not exude the same rosy perfume. 
think adults will find this account appealing. 
Eugene Willging, 

Catholic University America, 


Casey Seeley 


Best 


Casey, Robert. More Interesting 


Merrill. Sept. 19, 1947. 349p. $3.00. 
Robert Casey began his salaried career bookkeeper in, 
South Dakota sawmill, but soon graduated (about 
years ago) into newspaper work. Since then has 
reporter, editor (of various sorts and titles), 
(in World War I), war correspondent (in World 
II), and the author shelf-full books 
ranging from detective fiction radio interference. 
present back his favorite town, working 
Chicago Herald-American. About four years ago 
Casey produced book called Such Interesting People 
which embodied some his choicer recollections the 
“goofy” side journalism—particularly Chicago 
nalism where, connoisseurs hold, newspaper 
reached its all-time peak. 

When Such Interesting People came out one critic wrot 
that eight large volumes would needed hold 
quate collection Mr. Casey’s stories 
Perhaps Mr. Casey took the remark any 
rate, More Interesting People, has given welcom 
second installment yarns about the more less 
tonishing doings gentlemen (and few ladies) the 
press, places far apart Chicago and Egypt. 


Here one may read how Chicago reporter went 
the way Minneapolis determined search for 
morning haircut; how two benevolent (and inwardly 
illuminated) American newsmen took neglected hors 
into Egyptian hotel; how, occasion 
funeral, the English translation the Ordinary the 
Mass, became, under Jewish journalist’s 
hand, front-page news the New York Post; and how 
many other strange things were said and done 
strange persons. 

More Interesting People worst mildly amusing, bes 
uproariously so. Men will like better than will women 
Newspapermen will like best all. The very 
profanity and the three four vulgar expressions per 
mitted the author his characters, while not 
reprehensible, still prevent the book’s 
adolescents. 


Winston, 
Richmond, Virginia 


Seeley, Mabel. Woman Property. Doubleday. 
Sept. 18, 1947. 399p. $3.00. 

Mabel Seeley dispels sweetness and light this cha 
acter novel the gaslight period, departure from 
regular metier, the mystery field. True, she remains 
same mesmerizing writer the Seeley the 
thriller, but the present plot greed tired and 
pressing one, her heroine soaring too great heights 
selfishness, sadism and sin. 

the year 1889 money became indeed the root all ev! 
for Frieda Schlempke. awkward, slovenly girl 
fourteen, she was the product 
parents, blackballed from West Haven’s social pale 
cause odious combination: she was foreigner 
Catholic. According the stock pattern Otto 
wielded whiphand over his household, completely cow 
ing his wife and five offspring. Only Frieda had the 
rebel, and she learned fast once she had set 
the wheels that were make her “woman property 
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Sardonic Junius Hake, proprietor Hake’s Grocery 
and Dry Goods Emporium where she worked, furnished 
the impetus for Frieda’s obsession. taunted her 
one night, tossing packs dollar bills into the air, “did 
you ever think how easy throw the stuff around, 
Miss Schlempke?” From then Frieda’s sights were 
fxed: rich, gloriously, fabulously, 
Family ties were Frieda thicker than water, but any 
thing she could turn advantage interested 
her. And she befriended crippled Rozzie Balik, whose 
talent seamstress she channeled new wardrobe 
for herself. She climbed step higher then associate 
with Schatzie Klaumeister, the butcher’s daughter. Men 
were her inevitable next forte. The lesser fish she dis- 
carded for cavalier Palmer Hake, Junius’ no-good son, 


considered the right circles the town’s best catch. What 


fierce infatuation soon becomes illicit affair. 
When Frieda faces him with the news that will have 
marry her, Palmer, unable shake off his superior 
caste, elopes with wealthy Cecilia Amiot. 
desperation Frieda seduces harmless Harry Gurney, 
Schatzie’s and Palmer’s close friend, thinking she 
has least made wise second choice financially. 


Harry brings her home genteel but poorer 
patrimony than her own. Further, lowbrow from 
the other side the tracks, she ostracized from Harry’s 
ort culture, frigidly received his people, and cut off 
her Church (she has been quick adopt her hus- 
Congregational faith, the creed the fashionable 
dique). But the bitterest fruit her union the 
edge that she not pregnant and need not have rushed 
into imprudent marriage. Throwing convention the 
winds, she returns Hake’s, which she has ambition 
taking over. That hope collapses with Hake’s 
death, and Palmer inherits the store. Growing colder 
and crueler and more avaricious with the years, Frieda 
every sort wretchedness Harry’s way until 
confirmed drunkard. The only joy she gives him 
their two children, Lloyd and who practically raise 
themselves. Mercifully, Harry’s misery cut short when 

Moving Meridian with the children, Frieda resumes 
her old tricks clerk Frigman’s, eventually framed 
craftier, Brooklyn-born Miss Callahan, the head buyer 
whom she had been conniving replace. 
she lures Rozzie into business with her and they set 
elite dress shop. Still not satisfied even with the 
bulging bankroll that Mme. Balik, Gowns, provides her, 
Frieda marries aging Stillwell Kober the assumption 
that his property worth thousands. She tricked again, 
however, for everything mortgaged. usefulness 
when she acquires the titles the land, Frieda 
subtly suggests suicide out, and takes it. 

Twice widow and once divorcee (she has shaken 
inconsequential mate somewhere along the line) Frieda 
works chance meeting with Palmer, whose wife has 
died, into another marriage. Life luxuriously uncom- 
plicated until Lloyd has affair with one the shop’s 
sewing girls. When Frieda ousts the girl, her father, 


old fellow employee Hake’s, counters with blackmail 
threat tell Rozzie how Frieda has juggled the books 
cheat her the profits. Honest Rozzie first incredu- 
lous, last convinced. She dissolves the partnership, and 
the establishment folds without her. Watching her brand 
double-dealing, Palmer has untypical burst 


Bedoyere 115 


morse and decides Frieda not fit rear the child 
his first wife. leaves her for Rozzie. Alone, hated, 
down the gutter again, Frieda surveys her life but feels 
compunction for all the corruption she has sown. She 
would cheerfully travel hell and back for her only true 
love: money. 
wicked lady fiction paralleling her times, Frieda 
is, suppose, artistic accomplishment out-and-out 
deviltry, and she will surely snag the fall literary lime- 
light. her full measure ugly, calculating vileness, 
her casual interpretation motherhood probably her 
most reprehensible quality. Creating her renegade 
Catholic evidently the trump card stamping her real 
baddie. Discriminating adult readers will not find the 
book harmful, but neither, the other hand, will add 
their stature one cubit. 

Lois Slade, 

Dubuque, 


CATHOLIC LITERARY FOUNDATION— 
OCTOBER SELECTION 

Bedoyere, Michael. The Greatest Catherine. 
Bruce. Oct. 1947. 248p. $3.00. 
deep family interest, reawakened the arrival “of 
beautiful plaster cast the Saint the author’s home” 
provides the immediate motive for Bedoyere’s 
“attempt new life, popular rather than scholarly, his- 
torically accurate, credible the modern reader, written 
terms what interests and helps our generation and 
based first and foremost Catherine’s own writings” 
(p. 6). 
The Greatest Catherine biography St. Catherine 
Siena, great mystic and undeniable extrovert. 
life woman ascetic, who, defiance the customs 
her times, becomes the spiritual director saints and 
sinners; schemes and plots military operations with such 
unethical characters, Hawkwood, leader the Con- 
dottiere and Joanna Naples, and finally emerges 
unsuccessful leader the more difficult political arena 
the Florence, Rome and Avignon the 14th century. 
Born six hundred years ago, her life with its long vigils, 
severe, even fanatical mortifications and extreme origi- 
nality and frankness, still challenges the critical acumen 
scholars. Historians with psychological bent have 
written Catherine down severe paranoic; others call 
her mystic; Bedoyere attempts unify and ex- 
plain through the saint’s mystical experiences, her un- 
assailable orthodoxy and her rash frankness, the woman, 
the historical character and the saint. 
The author has set before himself easy task. For 
depicting woman “with masculine intelligence, powerful 
charm and strong political flair, which have fitted 
with fanatical and highly emotional sanctity, finding its 
expression preternatural behaviour and scandalizing 
lack balance and ordinary humanity her chosen 
way life” (p. 39). 
How can any author reconcile the deep humility and 
self-abasement, manifested Catherine’s 
that “God Who is, and the creature, therefore she, 
who not” (p. 40) with the saint’s scathing and 
unrelentless denunciations the vice, sins, nepotism and 
the lustful luxurious living the religious and clergy 
her times. Names are mentioned. punches are pulled 
this untutored virgin. The saintly woman does not 
hesitate time and again call even the Supreme Pontiff 


116 


the carpet. too receives his orders from her pen, 
even though she always professes that the Vicar 
Christ Earth. 


Undoubtedly her fearlessness and boldness were founded 
her deep orthodoxy, doubted, tried and approved 
the greatest theologians the day. Like her fearless 
predecessor, St. Paul, she logically, ruthlessly, applied 
her Christian convictions not only her own life but 
those others, Popes included. 


Bedoyere, evidenced his last chapter, under 
delusion that has succeeded reconciling all the 
irreconcilable and annoying traits the Saint’s char- 
acter. has, however, succeeded least way 
insinuation, that the Saint’s life reiterates this age 
materialism, the need, even the so-called material 
affairs this world, the guiding principles the spir- 
itual life and the supernatural providence God. For 
even them “God chooses the weak confound the 
strong”. 
The Greatest Catherine worth reading. recommend 
Perhaps would more readable the author had 
omitted least three hundred parentheses, which seem 
lack either rhyme reason. 

Arthur North, 


University Scranton 


CATHOLIC BOOK 
SELECTION 


Blessed Margaret Clitherow. 
mans, Green. Sept. 1947. 


Miss Munro, daughter Anglican missionary and 
Cambridge graduate, became Catholic 1937 after 
some years study and writing English and Scottish 
history; her home Edinburgh, from whence she con- 
tinues send out books her favorite subjects religion 
and history. 

This work presents way biography clear picture 
the status Catholicism about mid-way through the 
Elizabethan period. The carefully arranged falsities 
old official histories, still embalmed many texts, are 
again unmasked here. Margaret Clitherow, wife 
leading merchant York, had mass said daily her 
home when there was death penalty for it. She con- 
tinued for twelve years, had her family and many 
neighbors’s families educated Catholic schoolmaster, 
and not one the townspeople ever informed. was 
the hired spies the central government who finally 
haled her into court. Margaret then refused allow the 
case before jury, knowing that this event her 
family and friends would forced testify against their 
own wills. For such refusal there was special penalty, 
that being pressed death beneath weighted board. 
She underwent this martyrdom March, 1586, her only 
crime that holding mass her house. 1929 she 
was beatified. 


The author presents Blessed Margaret typical the 
women Shakespeare’s plays, that is, the Catholic women 
Elizabethan times. The approach interesting and 
valid, believe, for shows how the tenderness, humor, 
and loyalty these women related their Catholic 
faith; for human love they showed much the same quality 
Margaret shows for divine one. Her wit and courage 
recall St. Thomas More. This biography populariza- 


Long- 


Munro Magner Cleary 


Best SELLER 


tion based manuscript life the martyr written 
the priest who was her confessor. The author has 
good use her material, mingling sound 
the period, with talent for individualizing her 
the work not much beyond hundred 
generally recommended, and ought prove very 
background reading school particularly for 
history and literature. 

Dom Bruno McAndrew, 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 

Washington, 


Magner, James The Art Happy 
Bruce. Oct. 1947. 273p. $2.75. 


The remark “What does know about it?” often 
priest’s consideration the many aspects 
Father Magner, son happy Catholic marriage, 
server many marriages, and for years editor 
questions Extension Magazine, knows lot. 
what knows exceedingly well, and his book 
contribution the field. Believing that happy 
achieved study and effort, offers this volume 
guide. 
Preparation for marriage begins early childhood anj 
includes wise sex instruction, clean family life 
sonality development. his excellent chapter 
ship and Common Sense” Father Magner out: 
“Success marriage, success any other enterprise 
requires honest appraisal one’s resources 
methods. demands attention details, 
study the character and needs others who 
involv ed, and periodic checkup the fulfillment 
one’s obligations.” 
For those who would like able answer the 
quent non-Catholic questions Church marriage laws 
there are fine chapte impediments marriage 
the mixed marriage. Unusual, but very welcome th: 
Catholic bride, the treatment the etiquette and 
tom the Catholic bridal ceremony and dress, 
and “going-away” traditions. Financing the marriage 
considered practical terms. The concluding section 
sexual expression, the question children, the bring 
ing children and the part Catholic family 
community life are frankly and ably 
Magner has organized wealth material very read 
able work, which can recommended unreservedly 
outline for Cana Conferences, sociology textbook 
valuable adjunct for any Catholic’s library. 

Kathleen 

Bethesda, Maryland 


You Can’t See Around 


230p. $2.75. 


Cleary, Jon. 
ner. Sept. 1947. 
This violent, shocking story tough, 21-year-old 
McCoy, product the Sydney slums, calculated 

cauterize the open wounds our present civilization. 
trouble that the cure almost bad and certainly 
painful the disease. Frankie McCoy 
slick hard, cheap, uneducated, cynical, bitterly 
being called the army. had his life planned 
for The plan called for fast money, 
gambling, unlimited liquor, and women. had give 
his faith and was bound decency the thin 
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his love for Margie Harris. Army discipline and army 
pay galled him. Inevitably deserts, returns Sydney 
his career. When Margie refuses him, takes 
with number women, one whom murders 
blind and drunken fury. Frankie dies under the 
wheels car tries escape arrest the military 
police. 
You Can’t See Around Corners has several merits which 
cannot ignored. powerfully times awkwardly 
written, the manner the hard-boiled realists. Unlike 
much sociological fiction, has dramatic form—an in- 
evitability which establishes enormous tragic impact. 
times evinces more than trace Graham Greene’s 
intuition into the mysterious underground the criminal’s 
The hideousness lust and sex divorced from 
reason and beauty made apparent. Unlike James 
Farrell, with whose Studs Lonigan trilogy this first novel 
will probably compared, Jon Cleary clearly aware 
the fact that the tragic flaw Frankie McCoy’s character 
resides his own will and personality much does 
environment. sense the novel may almost 
considered sermon, frightening exemplum selfish- 
ness and lust. the same time, the personality the 
main character fully realized. 
The book raises many moral problems. Scenes lust are 
fully and revoltingly described. One deplores such realism 
while the same time admitting that the author has pre- 
sin loathesome. Sex constant preoccupation, 
but shown lead inevitably many other sins and 
murder. The general emotional tone 
extremely depressing but the book ends note hope 
when the dying Frankie calls the Mother God, after 
has indicated other signs remorse. There are few 
spokesmen for virtue, but Mrs. McCoy, Margie and the 
priest are figures light the darkness. Insofar Mr. 
Cleary shows that crime does not pay and makes feel 
the hellish isolation character like Frankie, his book 
has real value. character analysis is, was hinted 
above, superior that Farrell and even that 
Richard Wright’s Native Son. 
Ultimate judgment this book depends great part 
upon the uses which will put. Unfortunately the 
Frankie McCoys won’t read it. Just unfortunately, the 
thrill seekers will. could understood stinging 
rebuke those who sentimentalize crime. Let hope 
much too brutal and shocking recommend 
anyone excepting those who have legitimate professional 
interest literature. 

Francis Connolly, 

New York City 


Himes, Chester. Lonely Crusade. Knopf. Sept. 


1947. 398p. $3.00. 


The author this novel Negro who has already pro- 
duced one piece fiction dealing with the American 
Negro’s struggle toward progress—this was called 
Hollers Let Him Go, and that title indicates sufficiently, 
believe, the bitterness underlying Mr. Himes’ approach 
the question, and warns readers that his subsequent books 
likely rather brutal than otherwise their treat- 
ment the theme. Lonely Crusade tells the story Lee 
Gordon, Negro union organizer large West Coast 
plant. His struggle threefold: win place 


himself, his own merits, within the union; win 


Himes Coryn 


117 


over the Negro employees union participation, while 
keeping them from falling prey Communist propaganda; 
and work, member the union, against the over- 
whelming anti-labor forces within the administration 
the plant. 
One particular aspect the heartbreaking, uphill battle 
the American Negro, this book does present forcefully: 
the division within the ranks the leaders and demagogs 
the race itself, constantly weakening the group’s ability 
forge forward. Some are nearly destroyed psycho- 
logically the battle black against white; others are 
easily taken Communist promises “new world 
coming”; third group entirely reactionary, and un- 
willing throw its support the side the angels, being 
satisfied with the status quo. 
Lee and his wife are objectively presented, and strike the 
reader average American working couple, rather 
than “types” representing ethnological whole. The 
fault the book, then, lies not its handling the racial 
theme, nor distortion the capital-labor struggle, 
though must said that the plant owner rather 
improbable character. Mr. Himes has found necessary, 
however, have very large part the story center about 
extramarital affair between Lee and one Jackie Forks, 
white girl and Communist, who brags having had 
many such liaisons. There supposed be, dare say, 
great psychological significance attaching this element 
the book, but the great amount space devoted 
and the score more pages completely obscene and 
artistically irrelevant, make the book unsuitable for any 
class reader. One further forced the conclusion 
that Mr. Himes continues this sort writing, will 
powerful force militating against recognition the 
Negro, not only literary artist, but contributor 
the ethical and moral welfare the nation. 

Dom Bernard Theall, 

Catholic University America, 

Washington, 
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Coryn, Marjorie. Alone Among Men. Appleton- 


Century. Sept. 1947. 313p. $3.00. 


Miss Coryn’s first Napoleonic novel was Good-bye, 
Son! (vide Best Sellers, vol. which she covered 
the entire Napoleonic career from the viewpoint 
Napoleon’s mother. her second, The Marriage 
Josephine (vide Best Sellers, vol. 168), she dealt with 
Napoleon’s marriage Josephine Beauharnais and the 
period the end the Egyptian campaign. This third 
story sequel the second, its beginning overlapping 
several days the ending its predecessor, begins 
with the Corsican’s landing France from Egypt 
October 11th, carrying through from there until his as- 
sumption supreme power First Consul November 
12th. The novel begins with prologue, depicting the 
sad state France under the Directory, and then 
carried through series chapters, each delineating 
the events single day. 


Readers the first volume will recall that wanton and 
luxury-loving Josephine had married Napoleon, then 
obscure army man who had just risen fame through his 
control the Paris mob the end the Reign Terror. 
She did not marry him for love but the command 
Director Barras, the politician, who wished thereby 
certain plans. Josephine, Barras was 
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still the main chance. But Napoleon his part idealized 
her unimpeachably perfect woman and loved her 
devotedly. Shunted out Paris the poorly-equipped 
and weakened-Army Italy Napoleon confounded the 
Paris politicians his successes against the Austrians. 
Josephine enjoyed the fruits his success but till clung 
her old way life, engaging affair with Hippolyte 
Charles, young captain. Napoleon was too busy note 
this and when the Paris politicians succeeded blocking 
his immediate plans accepted the command the 
Army Egypt where, after preliminary defeats, 
achieved victory sort. With her husband safely shut 
off from France the British fleet the Mediterranean 
Josephine carried her flirtation Paris. But when 
rumors this reached Napoleon broke through the 
British blockade and secretly France after having 
resigned command the Army Kleber. 


here that Alone Among Men begins. The news 
Napoleon’s secret and unexpected return threw many 
people into turmoil. Under the Directory France was 
chaos with selfish politicians ruling for their own profit, 
with all the military and political gains the Revolution 
seemingly about wiped out, with new reign 
terror looming the background. The Directory was 
about fall and the politicians, remembering his popu- 
larity with the government-making Paris mob, were des- 
perately anxious learn the reasons for Napoleon’s return 
and secure his allegiance their individual plans. 
Josephine, fearful for her security, rode meet Napoleon 
but missed him the road. Joseph, his older brother, 
met him the road and Napoleon came silent and grief- 
stricken Paris though was acclaimed the common 
people every stopping point the journey. was 
heartbroken when the news Josephine’s unfaithfulness 
was confirmed and the desire his life was divorce 
her and retire into obscurity. But when she returned 
Paris succumbed, after preliminary denial, her 
charms and kept her his wife albeit distantly. 

Then began the mad scramble for his services. himself 
thought that could serve best civilian where his 
administrative talents could used restoring order 
disorganized government. Talleyrand, who had resigned 
due the imminent collapse the government, coun- 
seled him wait but Napoleon proceeded offer his 
services first Gohier and then Barras, both whom 
took that sign weakness political incompetency 
and refused him because they concluded that they had 
nothing fear from such man. After much effort 
Talleyrand arranged meeting between Sieyes and Na- 
poleon and, after many vicissitudes conspiracy was 
formed whereby Napoleon would the strong man 
group composed Sieyes, Joseph and Lucien Bonaparte, 
Barras and several others. Napoleon was against all vio- 
lence and wished have Sieyes’ new constitution and 
government promulgated peaceably and according legal 
methods. But when group Jacobins threatened 
start new reign terror the meetings the constitu- 
tional bodies, Napoleon, despairing the incompetence 
politicians, seized, First Counsel, supreme power for 
himself order end the threatened disorder. 

Again Josephine the central thread around which the 
pattern the story developed. From her first con- 
temptuous disregard Napoleon inept bumbler she 
came perceive dimly something his power and im- 
portance. With her understanding however developed 
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fear her own insufficiency and her inability 
man that stature. Though she resolved discard 
wantonish ways and cling Napoleon she develops 
fear that she will never quite able keep 
development. this note that the book ends, 
ends such fashion that another installment may wel 
expected the near future. Alone Among Men 
the same stripe Miss Coryn’s first two Napoleonic 
man who acted only bring order out chaos for 
benefit the common people. Like its predecessor 
possesses certain degree interest, though the 
ness its interpretation matter for historical expert 
and its tone such render suitable only for 
readers. 
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Dallin, David and Boris Nicolaevsky. Forced 
Labor Soviet Russia. Yale University Press. 
26, 1947. $3.75. 


This story Soviet slave labor camps 
and documented account the system. reinforce 
heavily first-hand accounts, and represents 
study. The authors are competent. They write 
bitterness. But the cumulative effect their narrative 
shocking, even world which has grown numb from 
the enormity evil. 

The book divided into two parts, the first dealing 
present-day conditions, and the second with the histor 
slave labor camps. Actual events are described with 
methodical precision. The different groups 
are catalogued, their material conditions portrayed, 
the terrible effects their morale outlined. 
among the prison camps and guards are also noted. 
the burning truth that not less than ten millions and 
possibly twice that number are held 
treatment cruel anything recorded previous his 
tory slave labor. Furthermore, those who suffer mos 
are not the criminals, but the political prisoners inno 
cent victims from the Baltic states. 

The forced labor system was first presented the 
would rehabilitated through work. The 
capital punishment was supposed great step 
advance. short time, however, the camps becam: 
great reservoirs forced labor, recruited constantly from 
real imagined political enemies. They were instrument 
degradation not renovation for the few who survived, 
and few did survive. 

This book real lesson the actualities Soviet life 
Indeed, Russia could described today giant prison 
camp, with these poor unfortunates the lowest 
The facts are valuable antidote the 
many liberals regard the Soviet Union. 
groups which look Communism solution 
problem discrimination might study the treatment 
Zionists the slave camps. isolationist who 
would have leave Europe its own resources might 


read this and ponder whether his the attitude Cain: 


“Am brother’s keeper?” 

The book good addition the literature the Soviet 
problems. 


Rev. John Cronin, 
Washington, 
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David. The Steeper Cliff. Random House. 
July 18, 1947. 340p. $3.00. 


repelling account how introverted, neurotic, desk- 
thirty-seven year old Lieutenant Andrew Cooper, 
attached the Newspaper Departme the American 
Government Munich, released from haunt- 
ing fear personal inability due lack courage 
meet the crises life they arise. Each new dilemma 
congers his mind vision himself precariously walk- 
ing the edge steep cliff; the steeper cliff his 
underlying fear death itself. 


age seven Cooper was brutally attacked neigh- 
hoodlums. ten, this “born victim” and com- 
panion, Joey Hall, were set upon would-be robbers 
New York’s Central Park. the fracas 
Joey beaten death. Because his 
this occasion Cooper has felt need shed 
his blood” ever since. 


The author reveals how German writers desirous re- 
themselves the various fields journalism 
must prove themselves sufficiently free Nazi contamina- 
ion guarantee their fitness champion and uphold 
the principles free and democratic ideals government 
the people. Violently anti-Nazi, Cooper has sym- 
for the pleas those who easy tolerance, 
refusal see the evils the system, managed 
remain aloof from political embroilment, even the face 
the inhuman persecution Jews. 
viewed Cooper encounter unprepossessing officer 
but, notwithstanding obvious shortcomings, one full the 
conqueror spirit who must resort the gutter the 
stable for verbal emphasis. Cooper and his fellows are 
truly what author Davidson would have the reader believe 
hints, the German people are still convinced their cul- 
tural superiority over other nations, the only conclusion 
drawn that American influence will fail have 
revivifying effect the flagging spirit already de- 
moralized people. The author out sympathy with 
Dr. Harvey O’Mara, the only American portrayed capable 
acting upon basic moral principles, who made 
appear ridiculous when censures the conduct the 
men. 
Cooper, sophisticated libertine one occasion mentally 
eviews his “seraglio” over two week period. When 
meets Erika Menzel, former mistress American 
friend, unlike Jones, Fortuno, Sherwood, and the rest, 
becomes independent unknowns and enjoys with her 
“all the advantages settled 


Under thick padding such drivel the story emerges 
Cooper’s interest Adam Lorenz former 
Galensburg editor who, because the anti- Nazi tone 
his articles, was debarred from journalism and sent 
Dachau. Bavarian Catholic, Lorenz early forsook the 
faith his fathers for the doctrines Karl Marx and 
joined the Social Democrats. With Walter Mittyish 
precocity Cooper sees Lorenz the type he, searching 
master fear, might have been under similar circumstances. 
Though sent Galensburg under orders establish 
newspaper edited Dr. Alois Steeber the Catholic 
Bavarian Peoples’ Party, Cooper determines unearth 
Lorenz and substitute him for the other man whose in- 
tegrity doubts. fair means and foul Cooper man- 


ages increase his knowledge Lorenz’ activities after 
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relea ase Dachau and the course his investigations 
wife, Brigitte, living Maldorf. Pos- 
“Angel-strength” she inspires Cooper 
greater efforts the search for her 
tion himself with Adam, his “German self” one 
point finds both Cooper and Brigitte confused the 
question their true relationship, but “Angel-strength” 
and the cry her son the next room come the rescue 
discover that his hero, Alo, had, like many another Ger- 
man, found easier eventually follow the path least 
resistence and the fight for survival, turn informer for 
the Gestapo. Dogged the desire find out why had 
adopted this course Cooper, ignoring disapproval, takes 
French and under cover forged papers crosses 
into France where makes fruitless inquiries for Lorenz. 
Final information from Galensburg that Lorenz dead. 
Having already forfeited promotion and under penalty 
heavy fine for persistent disregard orders, Cooper 
faced with arrest and court martial for this last flight. 
While under arrest eludes his M.P. escort and con- 
nives reach Brigitte, only find that the report 
Adam’s death was premature, Lorenz having preceded 
him to, Maldorf. the ensuing conversation Lorenz’ 
movements and motives are explained Cooper’s satis- 
faction. Both fellow travelers, Cooper tells Adam that 
there were anything left America like the Social 
Democrats would Social Democrat. the only 
possibility.” 

Catholic journalists Dr. Steeber and Dr. Wolfrat who 
figure minor branches the jumbled main plot are 
pictured weak, grovelling, nationalistic, conniving and 
deceitful, hiding and working under the patronage and 
direction the clergy. Lorenz’ father, Bavarian stone- 
cutter, representing the German Catholic peasant, de- 
picted dull and much awe Adam’s 
brilliance that often wonders “what must have been 
the feelings Joseph the birth the Infant”. Adam’s 
brilliance child consisted “heretical insolence” 
Benedictine school where, whether because being 
Bavarian, Catholic, both, the Fathers were incapable 
satisfying his intellectual curiosity. man, con- 
sisted enlistment the Social Democratic Party which 
“comprised the really decent people Germany more 
than our incense wavers” the father says Adam ex- 
plained him. Again, Karl Schwimmer “authentic 
hero” maimed Auschwitz, who has seen only two types 
men unbreakable class under pressure persecu- 
tion: “Jehovah’s Witnesses—and the Anarchists”, indi- 
cating the “gaudy Christ-on-the-Cross the wall” above 
his hospital cot, says wager that even would not 
have undertaken second time”. These and other 
similar allusions too numerous mention are irrelevant, 
blasphemous, disrespectful, poor taste and altogether 
offensive Catholics. 

Cooper’s fusion his own with Lorenz’ personality fol- 
lowed the frantic, aimless search for the missing man, 
serves ultimately reveal the depths his own estima- 
tion courage. flaunting authority wins for himself 
“half absolution” for failure spill blood the side 
Joey Hall. The development this angle intended 
attract and satisfy certain the Freudian-minded. 
The Steeper Cliff first novel; its style clumsy; its 
mood unhe ealthy and sordid; its characterizations are 
sickening; its thought follows the trend the nearest 
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thing Social Democracy America anywhere else; 
Cooper supposed have proved all his “reckless acts 
independence that was half hero” and, telling 
his story the author has proved that this book not 
recommended anyone. 
Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Grant, Dorothy Fremont. So! You Want Get 


Married! Bruce. Aug. 15, 1947. 131p. $2.50 


you want get married, Have you adult 
vocation marry? Have you talked over with God? 
These are some the questions Mrs. Grant, convert and 
lecturer, poses girls with marriage their minds. 
brief informal chats, headed phrases from the marriage 
service, she offers some practical advice which may help 
those who are little too eager take the irrevocable 
step. Purity before marriage, male psychology court- 
ship, skills attain before marriage are all discussed 
light vein and modern morals and manners are ridiculed 
slangy phrases. The first readjustment marriage, 
income management, owning vs. rental home and 
good mental attitudes are all considered. Finally the 
author touches upon the main purposes marriage—pro- 
creation, conjugal love and personal sanctification. She 
does not, however, attempt cover thoroughly any the 
many topics she treats. 


Though this little volume sound doctrine and excel- 


purpose, seems this reviewer miss the in- 


tended mark. Most others have said before and 
often better. Somehow reminds one warmed-over 
“Chats with Girls” Victorian vintage. little too 


sweet effective. 
Kathleen 


Bethesda, Maryland 


CATHOLIC LITERARY FOUNDATION—JUNE 
SELECTION 
Carroll, Sr. Consolata. Pray, Love, Remember. 


Farrar, Straus. June 1947. 303p. $3.00. 


Within the past few years several Catholic poets and 
novelists have been adding considerably the lists the 
larger American publishers. Pray, Love, Remember, 
Sister Consolata Carroll breaks into another form con- 
now family life. have had such 
books the past Catholic authors, some them priests 
and religious, but perhaps these were too palpably edifying 
please even the Catholic readers, and had 
little appeal all non-Catholics. 


But Sr. Consolata’s story not that impossibly 
goody-goody family, and find ourselves not only able 
believe wholeheartedly her account life the 
turn the century small upstate New York town— 
but able also enjoy thoroughly. Alice and Jerry 
Farrell, the parents these accounts, are completely 
human beings: Alice cannot forget her metropolitan New 
York background, and finds some the small-town “char- 
such Fay, the milkman, very difficult their 
Jerry complains about the high price 
music lessons, about his wife’s hats, and about Fay’s bovine 
admiration the beautiful Alice. When the family grows 
large enough require change homes, and they take 


over the old Convent building, 


Best 


some the serenity 


the religious life seems thi 
sprawling, cheerful Irish family, which still going 
happy-go-lucky, sometimes stormy way, Sr. 


part the narrative ends. 


way adverse criticism, might said that 
times the reader finds the recounting the Farrell 
penings little flat for not all the events the life 


even sprightly family can hold interest. Perhaps 


book-length family narrative demands Father Day 


Maggie Owen, whose occasional fireworks make the read: 
entirely willing carry over the unexciting spots. 
remarked, too, that the feminine approach 
very noticeable; probably this book will appeal more; 
women than men readers. 
Dom Bernard Theall, 
Catholic University 
Washington, 


ton. Sept. 12, 1947. 226p. $2.00 

invariably unpleasant, but often salutary call 
spade spade. Mr. Cunningham’s gravedigger’s 
ment sadly blunted. His publishers have provided 
with cheaply unimaginative format. has mixed 
genres—the Western and the Detective Story; and 
gunman’s Colt and Sheriff’s six-shooter, misfire 
His pawns are mounted B-picture palominos and mov 
listlessly over Saturday matinee mesa. His 
carries tepid amour with folksy heroine—a 
ous gambit best, and here worst, affair 
dully chaste Tom Swift were courting one th: 
less sprightly Rover Boys. Omnibus quibus amaturis 
amoenissimum genus, Quisfecit: verbum sap! 

Charles Brady, 


Canisius College, 
Buffalo, New York 


Erdman, Loula Grace. The Years the Locus. 
Dodd, Mead. Sept. 1947. 234p. $2.75. 

Frequently successful creative writing 
themselves failures writers. Now while this 
knows absolutely nothing Miss 
ability, this much must said her credit—she 
know how write. Recognition this fact has won 
The Years the Locust, her first adult novel, the coveted 
Dodd, Mead-Redbook Prize Novel Award. And is: 


distinction deservedly earned. 


While The Years the Locust essentially the story 


Dade Kenzie the same time the story seven 
dividuals whose lives had been changed through 
association with him. From the moment old Dade 
his eyes this world until his body interred the 
earth follow these seven people their minds 
back across the years and recall scenes and events 
since forgotten. Now, with his strong figure 
moving among them they sense feeling emptiness 
loneliness. But they hold their hands for 


fleeting moments these memories the past they 


away with new, refreshed spirit. Each his 
own way stands ready face individual crises with 
same courage and love life which characterized thei 
departed relative and friend. 
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There are many excellent qualities revealed this prize 
novel. For one, there let-down reader interest. 
Starting very simple pace the story increases in- 
just the lives the persons involved grow more 
complex. vivid are the scenes life this Missouri 
community that the reader brings away with him the im- 
that has spent some time among its people. 
The author knows these people, their ways life, their 
customs and moods. The result good, wholesome read- 
ing recommended without reservation although the subject 
matter probably beyond juvenile interest. 

Francis 

Manhattan College, 

New York City 


Har- 


Davies, Valentine. Miracle 34th Street. 
court, Brace. 120p. $1.75. 


Unlike many current novels which apparently ‘are written 
with eye toward Hollywood, Miracle 34th Street 
has reversed the usual procedure. entertained 
thousands moviegoers, this heartwarming Christmas 
story now makes its bow between the covers book. 


simple story very simply told. far Doris 
Walker was concerned, Christmas was commercial enter- 
prise. personnel director the Macy Depart- 
ment Store was her job hire someone play the role 
Santa Claus the store’s annual Thanksgiving Day 
parade and its toyland. But the old gentleman who 
accidentally came into the part felt differently about 
Christmas. him was not play acting; was Santa 
Claus! After all, wasn’t his name Kris did 
not take long convince the children visitors toyland 
his true identity, that is, all but Mrs. Walker’s cynical 
daughter, Susan. This unhappy child broken 
home had been reared her mother without faith 
anyone anything. course there are grownups, too, 
who refuse believe that Kris Santa. they set out 
have the old man confined lunatic. The subse- 
quent court scene with its dramatic verdict something 
reader will ever forget. Naturally Susan eventually 
convinced and the romance between her mother and Fred 
Gayley, Kris’ lawyer, comes happy ending. 


Miracle 34th Street pleasant entertainment, indeed, 

and well worth the few minutes which can read. 

Each passing scene stirs another emotion. Unfortunately 

the book still retains the one feature which made the film 

objectionable, namely, the acceptability divorce. 
Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York City 


* * 


Wertenbaker, Thomas. The Puritan Oligarchy. 
Scribner. Sept. 1947. ix, 359p. $5.00. 


Some years ago Thomas Jefferson Wertenbaker, the Ed- 
wards Professor History Princeton University, set 
himself the task describing the foundation our 
American civilization manner that would satisfy the 
historical scholarship and the same 
time interest the general reader. his first two volumes, 
The Middle Colonies and The Old South, showed how 
civilization, different from that Europe, arose along 
the Atlantic seaboard. The present work, The Puritan 
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Oligarchy, brings this ambitious plan close. Though 
limited only Massachusetts, many respects the 
most interesting all, and certainly the author’s conclu- 
sions will arouse the greatest controversy. 


begins with brief account the rise Puritanism 
England and the motives that led its first members 
come America. While the desire better their eco- 
nomic condition played important part, has for 
all immigrants our country, the principal motive was 
undoubtedly religious. They resolved leave England 
not because they were being persecuted, but because they 
felt that they could not saved the midst people 
who professed different faith than their own. The un- 
inhabited lands America, where they could live alone 
and apart from others, seemed the ideal place for the 
practice their religion. 

“The Bible State”, the second chapter entitled, ex- 
plains the three characteristic features Puritan New 
England. (1) The people lived not farms, isolated 
from one another, but villages that became the center 
all political, economic, and religious activities. (2) One 
the first actions every new group settlers was 
draw solemn covenant with God live according 
His Law, and form “congregation” that was practically 
independent all others. (3) Only members the 
Congregational Church good standing had the right 
vote and hold public office. This last measure clearly 
overstepped the terms the charter which they had 
received from James the supreme head the Anglican 
Church. But the English government was going through 
period crisis the 17th century, and for many years 
did not bother about any illegal undemocratic practices 
far-aff America. 

From the third the fifth chapter the author explains 
the attitude the Puritans toward music, architecture, 
literature, and education. general they made little con- 
tribution the cultivation the fine arts. They abhorred 
sacred music savoring Catholicism. Their homes 
were mostly replicas those they had known England. 
For long time they used the same building for civil 
well religious meetings; even when they did erect 
churches they avoided ornamentation much possible, 
for them religion was thing the spirit that needed 
visible manifestation. The literature, which find 
the best expression the early Puritan spirit, consists 
mostly sermons for the ministers were the best educated 
class. The colonists Massachusetts were deeply con- 
cerned about the acquirement knowledge, and hence 
they built both grammar schools and those higher edu- 
cation. Harvard College, for example, was begun 1636 
sixteen years after the landing Plymouth Rock. 
Their whole educational system was based upon the prin- 
ciples the Congregational Church. 


The stern moral teachings, usually associated with the 
Puritans, form the subject the sixth chapter. The Sab- 
bath for them was bleak affair for playing games, and 
even traveling from one town another might lead 
fine whipping. John Cotton regarded the preparing 
food that day serious offence. Dancing, woman’s 
adornment, and the wearing wigs were also sternly 
prohibited. 

The remaining chapters treat the factors that broke the 
exclusive monopoly the Congregational Church over 
the economic and political well the religious life 


the people. (1) The eagerness obtain more and better 
lands caused many families move further inland where 
they lost contact with their former 
larly commerce with England, the countries Europe and 
the other American colonies led the growth religious 
toleration, and the influx settlers who were out 
sympathy with, when not actually hostile to, the religion 
the Puritans. (2) The attempts impose religious 
conformity imprisonment, physical punishment, and 
even death ended failure. The government was finally 
forced allow the Quakers, the Baptists, and the Angli- 
cans the right build their own churches. (3) The spirit 
rationalism found its way from Europe New England 
and weakened the faith many. Professor Werten- 
baker’s opinion that “the Salem witchcraft 
becomes intelligible only when considered incident 
the battle the clergy against the rationalists” (p. 
But the ultimate result these that were 
ofen marked serious miscarriages justice, weakened 
the prestige and influence the ministers who had been 
their chief promoters. (4) 1684 the Puritans lost the 
charter which they had governed themselves for more 
than sixty years. This was due great part the com- 
plaints those residents who, though the majority, 
could not vote hold public office because they were not 
Congregationalists. Once the governor the colony be- 
came royal appointee and the members other de- 
nominations had the right suffrage the cornerstone 
the Puritan system—the alliance between the Church and 
State—was destroyed. 


After weighing all the evidence Professor Wertenbaker 
his Conclusion passes unfavorable sentence upon 
the Puritans. claims that three things, with which our 
American civilization has become 
government, religious freedom, and the public school 
system—were due not them but their opponents. 
will grant, however, that they “lit and kept alive 
infant America the fires scholarship” (p. 345). 


Professor Wertenbaker has very pleasing 
style. his presentation the facts has tried 
objective and impartial. But there are many criticisms 
that may brought against his book. (1) Since admits 
that religion was the dominant element the life the 
Puritans should have given thorough account, 
rather than just few passing references, their theology. 
(2) His main reason for condemning the 
alists and their system education because dislikes 
“the fettering men’s minds”. 
therefore, have oppose the Catholic Church which 
teaches that there are truths revealed God which man 
must accept even though can never understand them. 
Similarly would have condemn 
schools, where Catholics are imbued from childhood with 
the knowledge and practical application these revealed 
truths. (3) Anyone who has read text-book Ameri- 
can history knows that the Puritans did not grant liberty 
fore exaggeration for the author assert that this 
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today widely-accepted belief”. (4) one will justify 
the excessive severity the Puritans, the injustices 
which they were guilty times the name God 
religion. Yet one cannot help but feel that the autho, 
has been too harsh these men whose belief the 
existence and Providence God was unshakeable, who 
demanded high standard morality for all public 
ficials, and who openly fasted and prayed God the 
time emergency. Our American civilization has jp. 
deed suffered far these important truths have been 


ignored relegated obscurity. 
Stephen McKenna, 
Ephrata, Pennsylvania 
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